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‘So, Time’: Thomas Hardy’s ‘Bending-Ocean’
and Albert Einstein’s Theory of Relativity
Neil Addison

Professor, Japan Women’s University

As various scholars have noted, Thomas Hardy’s later poetry contains several references to
relativity (Schweik 60; Henchman 232). This reflects Hardy’s keen reading of Albert Einstein’s
theory of relativity during the early 1920s (Bjork 544). But Hardy’s imaginative representation
of time and space as relative also echoes his earlier poetic work. In ‘An August Midnight’
(1901), Hardy challenged the notion of an objective reality, accentuating the strangeness of
creatures’ relative spatial perspectives, while his later ‘Drinking Song” (1928), referred to reality
as ‘a sort of bending-ocean’ (Hardy 70). Further, in ‘In a Museum’ (1917), Hardy addressed the
hopeful possibility that the past could continually exist while in ‘The Absolute Explains’ and
‘So, Time’ (1925), he appeared to align his understanding of Einsteinian spacetime with his
own perceptions of a living past. This paper will therefore discuss how Hardy’s representation

of Einstein’s relativity illustrates his broader treatment of the concept of time.
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